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Chief Executives, 

English Local Authorities,
English National  Park Authorities,
RDAs                                                                                8 March 2010                                                                                                     


	Dear Chief  Executive,  



	                                Our Ref:SI 2010/498






The Town and Country Planning, (Blight Provisions) (England) Order 2010

One of the consequences of the 2010 non-domestic rate revaluation,  which comes into effect on 1 April, is that certain thresholds linked to rateable value limits also have to be raised so that small businesses are not disadvantaged.  
The government therefore intends to raise the annual rateable value limit below which the owners of small businesses can serve blight notices and claim other types of compulsory purchase compensation. The limit was previously raised to £29,200 at the time of the 2005 revaluation, and it will now be raised to £34,800 from 1 April 2010. This reflects the changes in rateable values between 2005 and 2010,  so that businesses which are currently eligible to serve a blight notice will continue to be able to do so when the new rating lists come into effect. 
Blight notices are a statutory mechanism available to the owner-occupiers of dwellings and farms and of business premises within the rateable value limit who cannot sell their premises except for a significantly reduced amount because they are under a direct threat of compulsory purchase for a formally proposed public development scheme or fall within one of the categories of “planning blight”  set out in Schedule 13 to the Town and Country Planning Act  1990. If such a notice is confirmed, the owner can require the public body behind the scheme to acquire the premises early. 

The same rateable value limit applies to eligibility for businesses claiming compensation for loss of value under Part I of the Land Compensation Act 1973 when their premises are affected by physical factors such as noise, vibration, fumes and artificial lighting from new public works such as highways and aerodromes. It also applies to eligibility under the 1973 Act for business proprietors aged at least sixty to claim disturbance compensation on the basis of the total extinguishment of their business when they are subject to a compulsory purchase order

The statutory instrument necessary to achieve the change to the rateable value limit, The Town and Country Planning, (Blight Provisions) (England) Order 2010, SI 2010 No.498 was laid before Parliament on 4 March and will come into force on 1 April. A copy of the Order is available at:
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2010/uksi_20100498_en_1
Yours sincerely

Cyril    Kearney
	
	


	Department for Communities and Local Government

Zone 1/A1

Eland House

Bressenden Place

London SW1
	Tel:03034441718 
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